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WINNERS : 

Rivaroxaban (XARELTO, Bayer Schering Pharma) 

 Romiplostim (Nplate, Amgen) 
NEW YORK (September 28, 2010)
The International Prix Galien a prize awarded every second year to “the best of the best” selected from winners of Prix Galien national prizes. 

The International Prix Galien winners, selected from 18 candidates, are: 

Rivaroxaban (XARELTO® Bayer Schering Pharma) and Romiplostim (Nplate® Amgen)  
• Rivaroxaban - An orally available active direct inhibitor of coagulation Factor Xa used fro the prevention of venous thromboembolism in adult patients undergoing elective hip or knee replacement surgery.
• Romiplostim - A thrombopoietin receptor agonist used in the treatment of thrombocytopenic purpura by increasing platelet counts without affecting the immune system. 

The short candidates’ list was : 
Ivabradine (PROCORALAN®, Servier), lenalidomid (REVLIMID®, Celgene) and raltegravir  (ISENTRESS®, Merck). 

· Ivabradine – Symptomatic treatment of chronic stable angina in coronary artery disease patients with normal sinus rhythm. 
· Lenalidomid – In combination with dexamethasone for treatment of multiple myeloma patients who have received at least one prior therapy.
· Raltegravir – A human immunodeficiency virus integrase strand transfer inhibitor (HIV-1 INSTI) indicated in combination with other antiretroviral agents for treatment of HIV-1 infection in adult patients.
The 18 Candidates were : 
Adalimumab (HUMIRA, Abbot), Eculizumab (SOLIRIS, Alexion), Romiplostim (Nplate, Amgen), Rivaroxaban (XARELTO, Bayer Schering Pharma), Abatacept (ORENCIA, B.M.S.), Natalizumab (TISABRI, Biogen Idec), Lenalidomide (REVLIMID, Celgene), Human Papillomavirus Bivalent (CERVARIX, G.S.K.), Eltrombopag (PROMACTA, G.S.K.), Sitagliptine (JANUVIA, Merck), Raltegravir (ISENTRESS, Merck), Deferasirox (EXJADE, Novartis), Ranibizumab (LUCENTIS, Novartis), Maravirox (SELZENTRY, Pfizer), Varenicline (CHANTIX, Pfizer), Ivabradine (PROCORALAN, Servier), RhBMP-2 (INFUSE BMP-2, Wyeth), Nitisinon (ORFADIN, Swedish Orphan).
“We are pleased to honor the winners for the work and dedication of scientists across the globe that have developed life-changing technologies. Coartem for the cure of life-threatening malaria, and RotaTeq which will prevent deaths from infant diarrhea world-wide, are major achievements in science with global reach,” said Gerald Weissmann, M.D., Prix Galien USA committee chair, Research Professor of Medicine at NYU and editor-in-chief of The FASEB Journal. “The other winners, in the fields of molecular diagnostics, anticoagulation and clotting disorders resulted from ground-breaking basic research and will influence medical treatment for years to come.” 

The Prix Galien USA 2010 winners, selected from 16 final candidates, are: 

Rotavirus Vaccine live, oral pentavalen (RotaTeq® Merck & Company) and Artemether-Lumefantrine (COARTEM®Novartis) were awarded the Prix Galien USA.
Best Pharmaceutical Agent: 
• Artemether-Lumefantrine — By targeting malaria parasites with a fixed dose combination of two differently acting antimalarials, Coartem allows over 95% of treated patients to recover fast from this life threatening disease. 

Best Biotechnology Product: 
• Rotavirus Vaccine live, oral pentavalen — An oral vaccine against rotavirus gastroenteritis, which is the cause of severe diarrhea in infants. 

The Prix Galien Award recognizes the technical, scientific and clinical research skills necessary to develop innovative medicines such as these, and is considered the industry’s highest accolade, equivalent to the Nobel Prize. Prix Galien was first established in 1970 by French pharmacist Roland Mehl and was inaugurated in the United States in September 2007. The Prix Galien USA award committee comprises 11 individuals including Nobel Laureates, founders of major biotech companies and editors of world-renowned biology journals.
