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Galien 2011 Awards Ceremony

· The awards ceremony was presided over by the Spanish Secretary of State for Research, Felipe Petriz, and the General Secretary for Health, Alfonso Jimenez

· Mozobil®, of Genzyme Laboratories, received the Galien Award for Best Pharmaceutical of the Year; Prof. Joan-Ramon Laporte Rosello, for Best Research Work Award; and Dry Blood Spot Screening, for Best Innovation Project

Madrid, November 25th 2011.- The 21st edition of the Galien Awards and 8th of the Elsevier Galien Awards was held yesterday at the Madrid Casino. The ceremony was presided over by the Spanish Secretary of State for Research, Felipe Petriz, and the General Secretary for Health, Alfonso Jimenez.

The Galien Awards, held in 12 countries, are among the most important awards in medical research due to the high level of the winners, the members of the jury and their international dimension.

Galien Awards Winners

The Galien Award for Best Pharmaceutical of the Year has been given to Mozobil® (plerixafor), from Genzyme Laboratories, due to its proven efficacy and its differential benefits with regard to other existing drugs for the same indication.

In the Best Research Work category, the winner was Professor Joan-Ramon Laporte Rosello, head of Pharmacology at the Pharmacology, Therapeutics and Toxicology Faculty of the Autonoma University of Barcelona, also head of the Clinical Pharmacological Service at the Vall d’Hebron University Hospital and general manager of the Catalan Pharmacology Institute Foundation, a centre that cooperates with the World Health Organisation on research and training in pharmaco-epidemiology.

Prof. Laporte Rosello has trained an entire generation of pharmacologists in Spain and Latin America, and, more than 100 times, has been an advisor to the WHO, UNICEF and the World Bank.

In the third category, the Best Innovation Project Award was granted to the Dry Blood Spot Screening firm for the development of a methodology that allows the analysis of specific biochemical parameters from dry blood samples with the purpose of simplifying massive and individualised prevention of transmissible and non transmissible disease in developed countries and unprivileged communities with health systems with scarce resources.

Elsevier Galien Winners

Last night’s awards ceremony also included the Elsevier Galien Awards that recognise excellence and commitment of public and private institutions towards research and health promotion.

This year there were six categories and the winners were:

Best Research Strategy, to Boehringer Ingelheim and Lilly labs, for their strategic alliance in the fight against diabetes. Through an agreement, both companies will jointly develop and market a series of pharmaceuticals for diabetes currently in medium and final development stages.

Best Outreach and Prevention Health Campaign, to Novartis laboratories for their “Give a voice to type II diabetes” campaign, a groundbreaking interactive exhibition in Spain designed to inform and raise awareness in the population of the risks and prevention guidelines for type II diabetes.
Best Patient Care, to Almirall laboratories for their initiatives to help patients fulfil their therapies with Sativex, a new drug that relieves the symptoms of spasticity associated with multiple sclerosis in patients resistant to other treatments.
Immunonutrition research, to Danone for their commitment to health and nutrition, and for their research work in the field of probiotics. Thanks to the Pasteur Institute, Danone has studied the role of Lactobacillus casei DN.114001 probiotic in seasonal flu.

Most innovative product in dermo pharmacy, to the LetiXer dry skin product range by Leti laboratories. LetiXer is the most complete and innovative range for the treatment of dry skin at different degrees of severity. It has meant a major advance in the treatment of skin xerosis, since it re-establishes the skin’s barrier role and acts at a hydric, lipidic and cellular level.

Best Communication Campaign of a Self-Care Drug, to Ferrer laboratories for their communication campaign on the introduction of Gelocatil in the area of advertised drugs, adapting to the new reality of the pharmaceutical and health sector, and promoting a responsible self-care in health.

Awards full of history

The Galien Awards started in France in 1970 under the leadership of pharmaceutical Roland Mehl. Their name was inspired by the famous anatomist, physiologist, surgeon and researcher Claudius Galenus.

The work of the father of modern medicine and pharmacology has been a referent for the last 2000 years. Galenus was born in the year 129 in Pergamon and studied in Smyrna, Corinthia and Alexandria, three medical hubs historically renowned for their prestige. Galenus discovered 473 original medicines through numerous vegetal and mineral substances. He was the first scientist to codify the art of preparing active pharmaceuticals with ingredients and substances from plants.

Every year, in the 12 countries where the Galien Awards are held, a jury made up of prestigious doctors, surgeons and pharmacologists gives recognition to the implicit value of scientific, technical, social and human work of individuals, teams and public and private institutions at a national and international level.

About Elsevier Spain
Elsevier Spain belongs to the Elsevier Group, a global leading Medicine and Health Sciences publishing company with over 6000 books, 2000 scientific reviews and Internet data bases of the highest prestige and distribution in 180 countries. After unifying its editorial stock of biomedical books and reviews with Masson and Doyma, respectively, Elsevier Spain has become an integral partner in the health sciences community and publishes on behalf of more than 40 scientific and medical societies.

The firm works in cooperation with health and science professional communities across the world and publishes over 2000 reviews, including The Lancet and Cell, and some 20000 books, including reference work from the Mosby and Saunders catalogues.

For more information:
Tania del Barrio Elsevier Spain / t.barrio@elsevier.com / Tel.: 91 425 11 57 
Berbes Asociados: 91 563 23 00 

Maria Gonzalez/Alba Corrada

mariagonzalez@berbes.com; albacorrada@berbes.com
